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point of view, much more important; for it meant
that England was easily first in developing the
only kind of navy which would count in any
struggle for oversea dominion after the discovery
of America had made sea power no longer a ques-
tion of coasts and landlocked waters but of all
the outer oceans of the world.

The year that saw the birth of modern sea power
is a date to be remembered in this history; for
1545 was also the year in which the mines of
Potosi first aroused the Old World to the riches
of the New; it was the year, too, in which Sir
Francis Drake was born. Moreover, there was
another significant birth in this same year. The
parole aboard the Portsmouth fleet was God save
the King! The answering countersign was Long
to reign over us! These words formed the nucleus
of the national anthem now sung round all the
Seven Seas. The anthems of other countries were
born on land. God save the King! sprang from the
navy and the sea.

The Reformation quickened seafaring life in
many ways. After Henry's excommunication
every Roman Catholic crew had full Papal sanc-
tion for attacking every English crew that would